
TO:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Ron Whisenand, Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Temporary Closure of 12th Street and an Alley 
  811 12th Street  
 
DATE: November 20, 2007 
  
 
Needs: That the City Council consider a request to allow the temporary closure of a portion of 

12th Street from Park to Pine Streets and the alley north of 12th Street. 
 

Facts: 1.   Paul Norton, owner of 811 12th Street, is reconstructing the building that was 
destroyed in the earthquake.  He has progressed to the point where structural steel 
frames must be erected.  Norton has requested an encroachment permit for 
construction activities that will involve the closure of a portion of the north half of 
12th Street, between Park and Pine Streets, for four days; November 26 through 
November 29.   The application also includes the request to close the alley behind 
811 12th Street, mid-block west to Park Street for eight working days beginning 
November 26 and re-opening the alley on December 5. 

 
Analysis 
and 
Conclusion: As described in the encroachment permit application, Norman Norton Construction 

requests that a portion of the north half of 12th Street, from Park Street to Pine Street, 
be closed for four days beginning November 26th to allow for the operation of a crane 
and placement of steel building frames.  West bound traffic will remain open and subject 
to control by a flagman.  At least 10 downtown parking spaces would be temporarily 
closed. Norton also requests to close the alley, located behind 811 12th Street, from 
mid-block west to Park Street for eight days beginning Monday, November 26. 

 
This request will result in disruption of pedestrian activities and parking during the 
holiday shopping season.  Adjacent stores will remain open and access to these stores 
will be maintained.  All businesses in the block will be notified along with the Chamber 
of Commerce and Main Street. 

 
It has been the Council’s policy to attempt to avoid these inconveniences.  However, 
this building is in an active state of construction.  The timing of the placement of steel 
was subject to many variables.  Among those was coordination of the delivery of the 
steel from Templeton via a Highway Patrol escort.  Building construction has been 
actively pursued by Norton during the course of the last year.  Norton reports that 
delaying placement of the steel until January will result in a significant financial burden 
and delay in getting the building open for business. 

 
Policy 
Reference: Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 11.12.060. 
 
Fiscal 
Impact: None. 
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Options: a.  That the City Council authorize the City Engineer to issue an encroachment permit 
to Norman Norton Construction for the partial closure of 12th Street, from Pine 
Street to Park Street for four days beginning November 26, 2007; and the closure of 
the alley, north of 12th Street from mid-block west to Park Street for eight days 
beginning November 26, 2007.  This approval is subject to: 

 
i. The contractor’s management of parking of construction vehicles outside the 

downtown area to the maximum extent possible for the duration of the project. 
 

ii. Notification to impacted business owners and Main Street. 
 

iii. Maintenance of pedestrian access to adjacent businesses at all hours. 
 

iv. Placement of signs advising the public that businesses in the block are open and 
accessible.   

. 
b. That the City Council deny the request from Norman Norton Construction for 

closure of 12th Street and an alley during the week of November 26, 2007.     
 
c. That the City Council amend, modify or reject the above options. 

 
Attachments:  (1)  
1) Encroachment Permit Application From N. Norton Construction 
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